
SURVIVAL GUIDE TO
MOVING

CHECKLIST 

3. Get Organized 

5. In the HOME
Stretch

 2. Purge and Converge

6. Congratulations!
But first…

4. Packing, not
Panicking

Take Inventory and sign a bill
of lading/inventory list and
keep a copy. Briefly go through
each box, or at least make sure
you arrived with as many
boxes and furniture that you
left with. Keep handymen on
hand in case you need any
repairs or home modifications
after moving in, check Angie’s
List and other review services
for accredible handymen in
your new area.

Be sure to confirm with your
moving company on the date and
time of their arrival and when your
belongings are expected to arrive
to your new home. Confirm with
work that you can have the day off
to oversee the move. If you are
moving yourself, ask friends and
family if they would be willing to
help you on the day of the move.
Get a tune up on your car and
possibly get instructions on how to
maintain a car in a new climate.
Defrost the freezer if taking fridge
or large freezer with you. Payment
for movers plan on tipping at least
10-15% and providing
refreshments is always
appreciated.

Create a Moving Folder create a
folder &/or binder with all of your
important documents in regards to
the move, all estimates, receipts
and a home inventory.  Organizing
Records  school records, medical
records, passports, and all other
important documentation should
be organized and placed in labeled
folders accordingly. Prepare for
packing, pre-order all the packing
necessities; such as tape, boxes,
peanut packaging, labels, etc. for
the move so you aren’t scrambling
around right before your move.
Also, check with your work, friends
or family to see if they have any
unwanted boxes.
 Take Measurements of all your
large furniture and the spaces in
your new home so you do not run
into any issues with the placement
of furniture when you are already
moved in.  

a

About two to one months before
your move it is time to clean, sort
and purge as many items as you
reasonably can. This will help
eliminate some stress when it
comes time to pack and you’ll be
less likely to create unwanted
clutter in your new home. Put
items you no longer want to the
side and have friends and family
over to  offer to them any of your
unwanted items. Whatever is left
over can be taken to a local resale
shop.

Label all of your boxes with what
contents are in each box, and try
to keep things as organized as
possible. If possible, pack
according to room. Create an
inventory list for yourself and the
movers. Separate valuables and
DO NOT put them in the moving
van, keep them with you through
the move at all times if possible.
Change of address, do this about
a month before your move but be
sure to check in with neighbors or
the new owners to see if they
have received any of your mail a
few weeks after the move. Also
notify all important parties of
your move. At this time, you may
also want to start scheduling your
cable and internet and any other
utilities at your new home to be
turned on shortly after you’ve
moved in.

Research local moving
companies, but do not get an
estimate over the phone. Always
get estimates in person because
you do not want any surprise fees
on the day of your move.
Continue to research the area
you’re moving to and look for
opportunities to get involved and
explore your new home town.

1. Research,
Research, Research

You’ve found your perfect
home, but what now?
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